JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM
GOVERNOR

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & ECONOMIC GROWTH DAVID C. HOLLISTER
LANSING DIRECTOR

House Bill 4959 (As Introduced)

Topic:
Sponsor:
Co-sponsors:

Committee:
Date Introduced:

Date of Summary:

Wine Shipment

Representative Ward

Representatives Byrum, Murphy, Kooiman, Moolenaar, Sak, Meyer,
Farrah, Byrnes, Kahn, Caul, Hune, Mortimer, Jones, Vagnozzi, Green,
Steil, Gonzales, Garfield, Miller, Marleau, Veen, Clemente, Kehrl,
Bennett, Angerer, Leland, Cushingberry, Jr., Waters, Smith, Sheltrown,
Lemmons, Jr., Clack, Gleason, Williams, Anderson, Hood I11, Espinoza,
McConico, Gillard, Accavitti, Hopgood, Emmons, Law, Taub, Phillips,
Meisner, LaJoy, Plakas, Lipsey, Zelenko, Hoogendyk, Hunter, Baxter,
Gaffney, Brandenburg, Casperson, and Lemmons IlI.

Regulatory Reform
June 16, 2005

June 20, 2005

The bill clarifies language defining a “wine maker” as someone who manufactures wine to sell to
a wholesaler, at retail on a license winery premises. The bill also adds new language prohibiting
a wine maker or a small wine maker from shipping wine to anyone in this state for personal
consumption or non-commercial purposes. Under the bill, wine makers and small wine makers
are added to section 607 as entities that may not be licensed as a specially designated
merchant/distributor or permitted to sell or deliver to the consumer any quantity of alcoholic
liquor at retail. An exception wouldn’t be made for sales at a licensed winery. Additionally, a
specially designated distributor/merchant is prohibited from holding a wine maker or small wine

maker license.
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